THE TEHSILDAR OF KABGIL
think of supplying tea for the whole party, he on doing so, and before the wet descent to Matayan was continued, one and all had been warmed and solaced by a cheering cup. This was the last rain we saw. Only one or two snow-squalls occurred in the next ten weeks to mar a summer of unusual good weather.
At Kargil we remained two days engaged in tiresome interviews with the Tehsildar, who had agreed to furnish a permanent corps of sixty coolies for further use. Thirty of these, he said, had already gone on to Suru, but it required much talking to settle for twenty-five ponies to transport us thither and for twenty-five more coolies* The Naib Tehsildar, his assistant, who supported him morally at these interviews, availed himself liberally of the Egyptian cigarettes we offered him. The Tehsildar, between sputtering about our being * God*s creatures and subjects of King Edwaxd,' and, with Eastern figurative expression, signifying his desire to awist us a* far aa he could, dislodged a large artificial tooth, which fell on hi* knee, and, after being slowly replaced, speedily fell out again when he attempted to speak. This time ha caught it in his hand and retturned it to his